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NN the Days of the 
ancient Philoſophers, 
ez when People aQted by 
£9 the Light of Nature; 
and when Reaſon was 
2 the Guide of Politici- 
ans, as State Maxims are now, a 
Grave InſtruQor of others told the 
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C2) 
ſoffowing Story for the Ends and 


Purpoſes, for which it was proper to 


be made Uſe of. 


There was, faid he, in Peleponeſſus, 


a certain Grecian Schoolmaſter, who 
taught Philoſophy to his Scholars 
in his own City, and with very 
great Succeſs and Reputation ; He 


was a Perſon of great Excellency in 


himſelf, famed tor his Wiſdom and 
for his Experience, and eſpecially for 
his Dexterity in the Government of 
his School, and for his exquiſite 
Skill in the Inſtructing his Scho- 
lars; and as this had gain'd him 
great Applauſe in the Country 
where he dwelt, ſo it had made his 
Name very much talk'd of, and 
reſpected in other Parts of the 


World; He had a very great School 


in his own Country, which he had 
enjoyed for many Years, and of 
which his Father -had -been School- 


maſter before him; indeed his Father 


was a very good Schoolmaſter in 


his Time, but was ſo outſhin'd by 


the Excellencies of his Son, that the 


World ſeem'd to remember him, 4s 


it were, only for the Honour, he had 


le. IDEN 


OD Ii Ni 


to 


; SO 
to introduce ſo extraordinary a 
© Perſon, as his Son was, into the 
a | 5 
' In Proceſs of Time, Fue, who 
\ - ſingles out Men from their Birth, 
determining them for great Things 
+ firſt, and then finiſhing them for 
the great Works they are determin'd 
to do: I fay, Fate and the Decrees 
f the Immortal Gods, which nothing 
Fan withſtand, had handed on the 
Fame of this great Inſtructor, to a 
- Neighbouring Commonwealth, and 
had fo effectually recommended his 
© Perſon, his Endowments, and par- 
- ticularly that of his being ſo ex- 
ceedingly qualified for the Govern- 
ment of Youth, more than other 
Men; That upon the Vacancy of 
the greateſt and moſt famous School 
in thoſe Parts of the World, he was 
d by the unanimous Suffrage of the 
Ff Senate and People of that Coun- 
|- try, firſt nominated to that Poſt ; 
r _, which, to be ſhort, in Proceſs of 
n Time, he was afterwards call'd to, 
y and went over the Sea, (for it was 
ie on the other Side of the Gulph,) to 
as take Poſſeſſion of; where he was 
WO nm 3 receiv- 
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received with the joyful Acclamati- 

on of the People of the Country. 
It was true, and perhaps was 

one Reaſon of the CO Joy of 


the People on his Arrival, I ſay, e 
was true, that after he was thus no- 
minated to this School, and before 


the Schoolmaſter's Place became 


vacant, his Intereſt was oppoſed by 
ſome of the idleſt, and moſt ignorant 
of the Scholars, who were appre- 
henſive of being kept under a ſtrict- 
er Diſcipline, than they had been 


uſed to in the former Time; and 
who loving their Vices, and eſpeci- 


ally indulging their Neglect of Lear- 
ning, were loth to ſubmit to ſuch a 
regular Government of the School, 
as they expected from him; Theſe 
laid ſeveral Plots, got together into 
Parties, and form'd ſeveral Deſigns, 
to have prevented the new School 
maſter's taking Poſſeſſion of the 
School; nay, ſo far had they carri- 
ed on their Projects, that, after his 
Coming, they offered great Diſtur- 
bance to him, inſomuch, that con- 
trary to his Inclination, whi ch was 


to have taught them Obedience by 


Precept, 


('s/) 


Precepts and Perſwaſions, rather 
than 25 Coertion and Diſcipline; 
he was obliged to take the Rod and 
the Ferula in his Hand, almoſt aſ- 
ſoon as he came into the School; 
and firſt, whereas at his very En- 
trance, he found ſome Dunces and 
illiterate Youths, and who, he 
thought, were placed too high in 
the School, beyond the Proficiency 
they had arriv'd to; Theſe he be- 
gan with, and immediately diſplac- 
ing them, cauſed them to go back 


to the lower Claſſes, from whence 
they had been too haſtily raiſed by 


the Favour, rather than Judgment, 
of the former Pedagogues. 

This bred ſome bad Blood in the 
School, and ſome of them took it 
ſo ill, that they left the School up- 
on it, and raiſed Reproaches and 
Slanders againſt the good Govern- 
ment of the Schoolmaſter, which 
made him indeed a great many Ene- 
mies in that Country: Others of 
them behav'd ſo ill in the Claſſes 
to which they were removed, that 
there was no bearing them, and he 


Was 


„555 


proceed with the Story. ; 


| 66) 
was oblig'd to cauſe them to be 
expell'd the School. 3 
Bat as theſe Things are Matter 
of Hiſtory, and would carry us too 
far back into the Conduct of theſe 
Youths, in the Time of the former 
Schoolmaſters, Things which do 
not relate much to the preſent De- 
ſign, they are therefore omitted to 
The Schoolmaſter having with an 
inimitable Dexterity managed the 
turbulent Spirits of theſe Louths; 


and having purg'd the School, ſo 


that all the higher Claſſes, upon 
which depended the good Order of 
the whole, were fill'd with VERY 
GOOD BOYS, and having eſta- 
bliſh'd ſuch Rules of Government 
and Diſcipline in the School, as he 


thought might be moſt effectual to 
preſerve the Peace of the School, 


he made his Only Son USHER of 
the School; and taking Boat, went 


over the Gulph into his Native 
Country, to viſit and ſet in Order 


the School he had left there. 


His Son was a Perſon of ſome 
Proficiency in Learning, but he was 
_ Young, 


Let's 


(77:9 
Young, and not ſo fully experience d, 
as his Father was, in the Art of go- 
verning a School of ſuch a Magnitude ; 
and eſpecially where the upper Youths, 
had been ſo long out of Government, 
and fo accuſtom'd to an ill Habit of 
ſell·- Management; However, the old 
Preceptor believing that in Duty to 


him, and to preſerve the Oeconomy 


of the School, and above all, ſrom the 
Love which the ſaid Scholars of the 
Upper Claſſes profeſs d for his Son, 
he might be eaſie, and need not que- 
ſtion, but they would keep the School 
in very good Order, and that the 
Son would have the Reputation of 
having managed well in the Abſence 
of his Father. 72 

Indeed the People without Doors, 
ſaid the old Schoolmaſter was not at 
all in the wrong, to truſt the elder 
Scholars as Aſſiſtants to the /SZZER, 
in the good Government of the School; 
for that their Wiſdom and Prudence, 
their Vigilance and good Manage- 
ment in that Affair, would exceeding- 
ly recommend them, not to their Head 
Schoolmaſter only at his Return, 
but to all the Families in the Country, 
(in the mean time,) whole Children be- 


ing 


1 
ing entruſted to their Diſcipline, in 
the lower Claſſes of the School, had 


good Adminiſtration of Things 


Schoolmaſter. 

But alas! all thefe good Meaſures 
and wiſe Diſpoſitions were not able to 
preſerve the Peace and Government 
of the School; Eor no ſooner was 
the old Gentleman's Back turn'd, but 
the School became a Scene of Confu- 
ſion and Diſorder; not that the Con- 
duct of the / SHE N can be reflect - 
ed on, who did his beſt, according to 
the utmoſt of his Skill and Capacity, 
to have preſerv'd the Harmony and 


Boys. But alas! they deſpiſed his 
Youth, and his Want of Authority to 


{ puniſh them; they alſo ſaid ſome very 
'k i!{-natured Things of him, with Re- 
Ih: ſpet to his Judgment, in teaching 
it and inſtructing the Boys; Tho' this 
1 was very diſobliging, and the 7S JER 
in was not quite deſtitute of good Intel- 
it higence in the Caſe, yet he concealed his 
16 Reſentment for the preſent, and from 

| time to time laid it all before his Father, 

i reſolving to receive all his InſtruRions 


from his ewn Hand. It 


a very juſt Concern in the Peace and 
during the Abſence of the Head 


good Underſtanding of the Senior 


It muſt be obſerv'd here; for Ju- 
F ſtice muſt be done as we go along, 
that we do not find any of the Diſ- 
orders, of which we are now giving 
an Account, proceeded from Diſlike 
of the Government of the School- 
: maſter, Diſreſpect to his Perſon, or 
- Diſguſt at his Way of Teaching; nor 
were there any of theſe Boys con- 
- cernd in it at firſt, who had been 
 concern'd in oppoſing his coming to 
take Poſſeſſion of the School, after he 
had been nominated to it as above; 
for all thoſe had, as has been noted, 
either run away for Fear of bein 
- whippd, or been expell'd the School 
at firſt, or were at leaſt mix d ſo up 
and down among the lower Claſſes of 
the School, as that they had no Inte- 
reſt in theſe things, and were ſcarce 
known among the reſt. 

Oa the contrary, the Youths of 
whom we are now to ſpeak, were 
cChiefly of thoſe, who having teſtified 
their Affection to their new Maſter, 
even before his Coming; and run the 
Kiſque of being ill treated for their 
Fidelity, during the late diſorderly 

Government of the School, bad been 
5 | | C now 
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now placed at the Head of the ſeveral 
Claſles, as the Reward of their former 
good Conduct; - nay, ſome of them 
had really been expell'd the School on 
that Account ; a Treatment which 
ſignifies. the higheſt Diſſatisfaction and 
Diſpleaſure of the Schoolmaſter, and 
is a Diſgrace which, to a good Boy, is 
much more mortifying and afflicting, 
than the ordinary Correction of the 
School. y 

To deſcend a little to Particulars : 
One of theſe was Captain of the Ma- 
rhematical Form or Claſs. Hiſtory has 
not recorded his Name, nor indeed 
the Names of any of the Scholars; 
neither in Things done ſo many Ages 
ago, and in ſo remote a Part of the 
World, would thoſe Names be of any 
Signification to us at this Time; we 
{hall therefore content our ſelves with 
ſuch Deſcriptions of their ſeveral Cha- 
rafters, and Stations in the School, as 
the,Relation we have met with fur- 
niſhes us with ; from whence we ſhall 
gather enough to diſtinguiſh the Per- 
ſons; fo that the Reader may know 
any of them, as they meet with their 
Characters in the telling the Story, 


and 
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and ſo as may let us far enough into 
the ſeveral Circumſtances of their ſu- 
ture Conduct on this Occaſion. 

One of theſe Scholars, as is ſaid, 
was Captain of the Mathematical 
Form or Claſs, which being the firſt 
in the whole School, he was by Con- 


ſequence call'd Captain General of all 


the Boys : He was of an antient Race 
among 'the Greeks, a ſprightly, vigo- 


. rous Youth, of wonderful Vivacity 


and Spirit; he had a Genius for great 
things, and his peculiar Study was in 
thoſe Parts of the Mathematicks, which 


relate to the Art of Far; ſuch as 


fortifying of Towns, encamping of Ar- 
mies, and managing great Enterprizes ; 
he had obtain'd ſuch a great Chara- 


cter in his Studies, that it was thought 


he was fit to have led on the greateſt 
Armies; he had a cool Head, and a 
warm Heart; and in a Word, as he 
delighted in great Actions, ſo he diſ- 


charged himſelf in the greateſt Affairs 


of the School with ſuch Dexterity, 
that he kept all the tumultuous, cla- 
mouring Claſſes that were under him 
in great Awe: He was no leſs a Po- 
litician, than a Youth of Action; for 

| «45 .he 


ö 
1 
[ 
; 
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| ( 12 ) 
he had made himſelf Maſter of all the 
Affairs of Greece; he knew the ſeparate 
Intereſts of all the Princes, Ciries, 
and Commonwealths of Greece, as 
well as if he had heen bred among 
them; and in a Word, by theſe con- 


curring Excellencies in his Capacity, 


he had with great Applauſe been en- 
tertain'd by the new Schoolmaſter, 
not as an inferiour, and a Pupil, or 
Scholar, but rather as a Friend, an 
Intimate or Confident, and one on 
whoſe Counſel and Fidelity the Maſter 
might depend in Matters of the great- 
eſt Conſequence : Nor was this Con- 
fidence due to his diſtinguiſhing Merit 
only; (I mean, as to his Capacity for 
Council) but it was in ſome Meaſure 
due alſo to the Merit of his paſt Suf- 
ferings; for he had been furiouſly 
chaſtis'd by the former Schoolmaſters 
and Uſhers, and had been perſecuted 
by the inceſſant Malice of the other 


Heads of the Claſſes, to that Degree, 
that they not only expell'd him from 


the School, but even oblig'd him to 
fly our of his native City ; and all this 
ill Uſage befel him principally, becauſe 


he very early declar'd himſelf for the 


new 
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new Schoolmaſter, even from his firſt 
Nomination, and continued immove- 

able to his Intereſt to the laſt. 
Next to bim, was a Youth of Nor- 
thern Extract, of an ancient Gothick 
Race, who coming from among the 
Barbarians, had pretended to be ci- 
viliz'd in the School of Wiſdom a- 
mong the Greeks: He was of a fiery 
Diſpoſition, and a moſt impetuous 
Courage, as is the tuomn Character of 
thoſe Nations ; but wanted Temper to 
manage that Spirit, which would have 
otherwiſe been an Ornament to him : 
He was ambitious and avaritious, but 
managed both with more Policy than 
he did his Paſſion: He had long en- 
vy'd the Captain of the Mathematick 
Claſs, and aſpired to be Captain Gene- 
ral of all the School ; nay, in a Word, 
he had upon many Occaſions given 
to underſtand, that nothing leſs would 
content him: As this was his Deſign, 
ſo till he might bring it to paſs, he 
ſhew'd an Impatience of being under 
Command, and valued himſelf fo high, 
as to treat thoſe who were plac'd a- 
bove him, with the utmoſt Contempt: 
This had cauſed ſeveral Breaches be- 


tween 
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3 
tween him and the Captains of the 
Claſſes, that were above him, eſpecially 
in the time of the former Schoolmaſters, 


ſome of which were never reconciled 


at all: He had an inſinuating Art in 
his Converſation, and had behav'd ve- 
ry well in the Caſe mention'd before, 


wiz. of preſerving the Intereſt of the 


Maſter of the School, in the Interval 
between his Nomination and Acceſſi- 
on; and for this, as in Point of Grati- 
tude, was very well accepted when the 
Maſter came to the School ; aſter this, 
being of a ſprightly Temper, and ad- 
dicted much to his Pleaſures, he lived 
very gay and courtly, and with an 
uncommon Art, got himſelf particu- 
larly into the Favour of the /S/7ER, 
by whoſe Support he kept himſelf very 
well alſo with the Schoolmaſter for a 
great while. | 

To allay the good Qualifications he 
was Maſtcr of, he had ſome dark 
Ways with him, which very much 
expoſed him; for he very early 
drank in wicked Principles, and gave 
himſelf over to all manner of Vice; 
in a Word, he was lewd enough to 
have debauch'd the whole School; on 

| a 
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had he any Government of himſelf in 
theſe Follies ; but being bold and 
forward, and, as is faid, of a fiery Diſ- 
poſition, he made himſelf a: Leader in 
Vice, and expected to be followed: 
The Schoolmaſter, who was a Lover 
of Honour, and an Encourager of 
Virtue, was ſoon tird'of this Youth, 
even in Spight of the Inclinations he 
had to be kind to him; and having 
employ'd him in a Matter of great 
Conſequence, in which, though he 
came off well at laſt, yet he had al- 
moſt ruin'd(:the Buſineſs, and: himſelf 
too, by his Raſhneſs ; I ſay, having 
ated thus, the Schoolmaſter, who 
was a true Judge of Merit, let him 
know, that he forgave him his Want 
of Conduct, for the Sake of the Sin- 
cerity of his Intention; but made him 
ſenſible, that he had not acted ſo as 
to deſerve abundance of Commenda- 
tion. From this Time alſo the School- 
maſter, who, | ſay, was a perfect 
Judge of Merit, abated ſomething of 
the Complacency he had formerly 
ſhewn him; but he, hot, and ambi- 
tious, and impatient of an Abatement 

of Favour, ſhew'd himſelf uneaſy e- 
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(16) 
nough, and afterwards, on a nice Oc- 
caſion, ated a very fly and ſubtil 
Part, which gave the Maſter ſuch 
Diſtaſt, that he expelld him the 
School, and fo got rid of him at once. 
It was thought by ſome, that the 
©/her would have kept him in, as to 
that Part of his Scituation in the 
School, which HE was concern'd 
with him in; but he ſhew'd too much 
Judgment, as well as Duty, for that; 
and reſolving not to countenance any 
Boy in the School, who his Father 
appeared diſſatisſied with, he parted 
with him alſo; and thus he was re- 
duced to his former independent State, 
where we ſhall have but little Occa- 
ſion to ſpeak of him again; for his 
being out of Place made him very un- 
capable, though not the leſs willing, 
to frame a Party in the enſuing Divi- 
Rn r ä 
The Schoolmaſter had yet a third 

Favourite among his Scholars, of 
whom it is needful to ſpeak ſome- 
thing: He was a Native of the Coun- 
try, and one the Schoolmaſter had 
heard much of, though he had no 
owledge of him, as he had of the 

other 
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1 (27) 
other two before he came over; he 
was not equal to the other two in 
Birth and Dignity of Family, but ſu- 
periour to many in his Capacities; he 
Had ſignaliz d himſelf by his extraor- 
Winary Conduct, and early appearing 
in the Intereſt of the preſent School- 
maſter, as much as any Boy in the 
School; alſo in the Caſe of ſome Pri- 
yileges of the School, which were in- 
Faded during the Government of for- 
mer Schoolmaſters and Uſhers; he had 
"appeared very boldly, and indeed had 
Peen ill uſed by them for it; for they 
had him ſoundly whipp'd, put into 
Dunce's Hole, and at laſt expell'd the 
School; in a. Word, they put all the 
Andignity poſſible upon him, in Hopes 
20 have made him fly his Country, 
ps. well as the School; but as one of 
this. Antagoniſts, a Boy of Craft and 
Fubtilty, ſaid of him, that he had a 
"Qnoſt audacious Courage; lo indeed he 
ſtood ſtoutly up to them, and never 
flinch'd; nay, when he was turned 
put of the School, he came up to the 
very School Door, and inſulted them 
all; and thus he continued to behave 
to the laſt, till the Vacancy came, 
2 T D and 
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and the new Schoolmaſter took Pol. 
ſeſſion, and then it was his Turn; 
for as the new Schoolmaſter em- 
braced him with a great deal of Af. 
fection, fo he gave him rhe Power to 
enquire into, and expoſe the Conduct 
of thoſe, ho had oppoſed his Intereſt f 
beſore his Coming; and he, on the 
other Hand, made Uſe of it; for he 
ſpard none of them, but puſh'd . 
ah with all that Vigour and Fury, 
which was natural to his Temper ; and 
*rwas thought many of them fled a. 
way, rather becauſe. they thought he 
Was implacable, than that the Maſter 
was fo: It was faid of rhe other go- 
verning Boys, which uſed this honefi 
Boy fo cruelly, that they were but ſorry 3 
Politicians, even in that Particular 
or that it was a Sign they knew little [ 
of the Temper of this Boy, to dea 
that Way with him; for had vel 

. 
1 


known him derſectly, how fierce, ho 
terrible; and how implacable his Spirit, 
they would not have exaſperated him; 
becauſe they could not but knov 
that he was one of thoſe, who would 
pay them Home for it, "if ever they | 
came into his Power. 


The 1 


The Schoolmaſter did not make 
bim Captain of one of the ordina- 
:Fy Claſſes, which ſome think had 
Þ$cea a more. ſuitable Station for 
dne of his Temper, but made him 
Head of thaſe ſelected Boys, who he 
zmploy d for the. greateſt Truſt, viz, 
reſt o keep, receive, and direct the com- 
non Caſh: of the School, as well 
Ihe ordinary Salary or Revenue of the 
Teachers, Uſher, and Maſter, as the 
Extraordinary, Money for the Incidents 
f the School-Gavernment : In this 
Employ he was very faithful, as to 
Ihe Money; but as this Poſt furnithed 
Dim with extraordinary Power and 
Influence over the reſt of the Scholars, 
neſl Jo it raiſed him many Enemies, even 
ITry in the very School; and particularly 
the Captain General, and the Gothick 
Captain, and all that ſtuck to them, 
began to change their Countenances 
o him: Without Doors allo there 
Avere Complaints and lnſinuations made 
irit, pf him, viz.: that being of an enter- 
im; Þrizing Temper, he began to make 
nov Excurſions out of his Poſt, and to 
5ulc top upon, encroach, and invade the 
hey Office of the reſt of thoſe favourite 

2 | D 3 Boys, 


" : ” 2 — - 0 a — — * 
R _ . * _ . —— 
ä PV —P— —— —— — —— -— — FX : ” 
— — rr — — 
— - * N =. - e — — — 
* . * - 0 ® 4 * * hay * 
, ” 0 * * * 4 


alles A - 'S 


— 4 42 221 2 * 333 
2 3 * , - 
——ũ——— —— -- =" 4 . a . — 


==; 


. — 
. A oGO-_ 


; 
| 
| 
g 
1 
| 


1 1 
np A 
pf 
a 

* 


X- 


( 20') | 

Boys, who the Maſter hid entruſted: 
with the Affairs of the School; nay, 
they ſald, he could ſcarce refrain from 
joſtling with the /SHFR himſelf.” 
though he was the only Son of the 
Schoolmaſter: It is true, that this® 
Boy was innocent of moſt of the 
Charge; but his Enemies raifing firſl 
the Report againſt him, left him tog 
clear himſelf as well as he could, no 
doubting but ſome Dirt would lick 5 
though ſome might fall off. 
This forward Vouth had the good 
Fortune to have a Brother in Law,” 
who, though of another. Claſs, was 
yet a great Aſſiſtant to him; and tha 4 


eſpecially, as he frequently moderated! x. 


the Warmth of his Temper, and a“ 
ſiſted him ro conſider” things mort 


ſedately than he would otherwik 


have done; he was of a better Family, 
and of a a higher Rank than the other, 


though a Degree lower in his Station ö 
in the School, being one of the chie! 


Clerks of the School: He was a Youth . 
of admirable Integrity, had great and 
juſt Ideas of things, and a moſt clear. 
and penetrating Judgment; he was 2 
teddy Friend to the Maſter, and had 


5 | alway: 
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| always eſpouſed his Intereſt in the 
Time of the greateſt Oppoſition to it, 


and was deſervedly therefore plac'd in 


a Poſt of as great Truſt as any in the 


School ; for the Clerks are thoſe, thro' 


whoſe Hands moſt of the fecular Bu- 
ſineſs of the School paſſes, and are 
moſt neceſſary to the Maſter, to take 
off the Hurry of ordinary Matters from 
his Mind, that nothing may divert 
him from the great Affair of inſtruct- 


ing his Scholars in Juſtice, Virtue, and 


the Worſhip of the Gods. 


There were ſome other flouriſhing 
Scholars in this famous School, who 


had different Studies, and who were 


encouraged and advanced in their 


Proportion by the Maſter, viz. ſome 
to the Study of the Laws of their 
Country, out of whom the Princes of 
thoſe Days uſually choſe their Chan- 


cellors, Advocates, Counſellors, &c. 


and ſome ro the ſacred Office of 


Prieſts of Jupiter. But of theſe, Hi- 
ſtory has left little or no Remembrance, 
except this, thar ar the coming of 


the new Schoolmaſter, he found a ve- 


ry ſcandalous, unhappy, Wretch Cap- 


tain of this Form; a Boy he was, 


whole 
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whoſe principal Merit lay in | thoſe 
things which wiſe Men reject, and 
who was advancy to be Captain of 
that Claſs, rather becauſe he had fer- 
vile, baſe Principles, which-would pra- 
ſtitute him to any Drudgery that was 
impoſed upon him, than for any Re- 
ſpect | thoſe. Who placed him there 
really entertained for him; as he was 
brought in with a Deſign to have him 
betray the School, and overthrow the 
Intereſt of the pteſent Schoolmaſter, 
ſo he fail'd not to run. any- Lengths 
which were requird ; for he was a 
Boy that always lov'd Wickedneſs, nor 
did he ſtop at any Miſchief that was 
ever L cm to * He Rad arrived 
fo th Degree was in, by meer 
Effrontry and Strength of Forehead ; 
- for he was a moſt profligate Youth 
in his Perſon, a Contemner of Virtue 
and a Lover of thoſe who deſtroy 
the Temples of the Gods; he had 
been expell'd his Father's Houle for de- 
filing a devoted Virgin, and had been 
always eſteemed a Leader of the Sedi- 
tious, and an Enemy to his Country. 


This 


A ( 23 ) | 
This young Man was juſtly ex- 


pelld the School; but whether it was 


the Clemency of the Schoolmaſter, or 
that his Time was not yet come, 
when the Shame which, no doubt, 
the juſt Fates have reſerv d for his Im- 
piety, ſhall be brought upon him; I 
ſay, whether of theſe were the Cauſe 
that he was not then put into the 
Hands of Juſtice, Hiſtory is altogether 
ſilent about. \-- 
Having 'expelPd this wicked Boy 
from the School, the Schoolmaſter re- 
ſtored a Youth, who formerly had 
been Captain of that Claſs ; but was 
put out, as above, to make Room for 
one, who would proſtitute himſelf in 
a Manner, which it was known the 
other would abhor, and do the Drud- 


gery, as above, which the other would 


not; this Youth had, tis true, in his firſt 
ſetting out, deviated in ſome Things 
from the Rules of Virtue and Honour; 
but was fince reformed, and became 
a Patron of Virtue in others; whe- 
ther he was eminent in the Practice 
of it himſelf or not, is not to the pre- 
fent Purpoſe. | 
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Having thus given the Character of 
ſome of the Head Boys of the School, 
it remains that we go on with the 
Story. The Maſter being thus gone 
Abroad, and the Conduct of the School 
being left too much in the Power of, 
theſe, three or four upper Boys, it 
was not long, but not only all the 
Harmony and Affection, good Under - 
ſtanding and Unanimity, which at 
- the Departure of their Maſter appear d 
among them, was loſt ; but they, as 
Boys will, and as indeed none but Boys 
would, fell all to wrangling, quarrel- 
ling, and diſputing, with one ano- 
ther, till the Concern for the publick 
Good of. the School, which was their 
Duty, and;ought to have been. their 
diſintereſted | re, was quite forgot, 
or turn d almoſt wholly to the form- 
ing of Parties and Intereſts to ſupplant 
and to undermine one another, to 
the great endangering the Peace of 
the School, perplexing the good Hu- 
mour'd /S HER; and, in a Word 
to the putting the inferior Scholars and 
Claſſes into the urmoſt Confuſion; a 
brief Account of ſome Part of theſe 
Things, take as follows: i 

The 
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The warlike'Youth we mentioned 
firſt, had always the ſuperiour Inte- 
reſt in the Maſter's Affection; and the 
greateſt Truſt of his whole Concern 
was, next to the / SHER, repoſed 
m him; but it fell out at that Time, 
the poor Young Man was taken with 
a violent Diſtemper, which threatned 


huis Life, and indeed brought him fo 


low, that he was given over by the 
Phyficians; this Diſtemper was not 


only dangerous, but tedious and lin- 
gering, and had ſeveral Relapſes and 
Returns, ſo that it held him a 
long Time, which was a great Blow 


to his Intereſt; for not his Enemies 


only, but even his own Friends began 
to fear, he would never recover. ' 


Though it's true, the Seeds of Jea- 


2? louſy and Miſunderſtanding had been 
ſown a good while among theſe 
*: Youths, yet it never fo openly ſhew'd 
tit ſelf as upon this Occaſion, almoſt 
all the other Leaders of the Boys 
forming, and now profeſſing to be 
embarkt in Deſigns to get into his 
Place, as well in the Favour of the 
Prince, as in the Advantages he made 


of, and Power he had in his Claſs, 
E It 
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lt happened well for the Captain Ge- 
eral, (as you know he was call'd) chat 
three of the beſt Friends he had in the 
School, and who were always faſt to 
his Intereſt, went Abroad with, or 
ſoon after to the Schoolmaſter; ſo 
that having three ſuch powerful 
Friends with the Maſter, no one 
could offer the leaſt Slur upon his 
Conduct or Character, but it was im- 
mediately taken up, and ſuch good 
Offices done with the Maſter in his 
Behalf, as always preſerv'd his Intereſt 
fouriſhing add in vulnerable. 

On tbe other Hand, the Rivals to 
his Power were far from being idle; 


but as, by Reaſon of his Illneſs, the 


whole Management of the School, at 
leaſt under the USHER, devolv'd 
upon them, or upon other Boys iu 
their Intereſt; ſo they had Occaſion in 
all their Diſpatches. to the School- 
maſter, to lay before him their ſecret 
Obj ions againſt thoſe who acted 
under the Captain General, not forget» 
ting to lay fuch Fondations for themes 


| ſelves as they found neceſſary, in Caſe 


of his Deceaſe, which indeed nor «hey 
only, but every one in the School, 
4 thought 
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thought inevitable. It is not ſaid, 
+ whether the firſt and chiefeſt Con- 
z tention began upon the aſpiring to 
his Place, as Captain of the Mathe- 
matick Claſs, or as he was the firſt 
Perſon io, and principal Poſſeſſor, 
nent to the /ber, of the Favour 
aud Affection of the Schoolmaſter; 
the latter ſeem d moſt probable, tho 
we may ſuppoſe it to be both; for we 
ſeldom ſee ſuch Things termipated in 
the Compals of one Point. 
.,  Suppoling' it therefore to be both, 
this reduced the main Strife to lye be- 
teen the ſaid Captain General, and 
his Intereſt on one Hand, and the o- 
ther Favourite Boy who ants the 


School Caſh, and his Friends and 
= Dependents on the other. 
2 Like a Fire ina Houſe, which lies 
= ſmothering. a great while, before it 
gets Vent, but creeps with the Help 
of Time, and enters its way into the 
©: Rafters and Timber of the Houle, en- 
2 creaſing its Heat, and drying up all 
the Moiſture, till at laſt it breaks 
cout at once into a Flame; ſo thoſe 


4 


cCunning Boys did not at once fall to- 


gether by the Ears, and go to box it 


E 2 aut 
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out, but they managed flily and ſe- 
cretly, engroſling Friends, and draw- 
ing by Degrees almoſt the whiole 


School to de concern'd, and to ſhow 
themſelves on one Side or the other. 
The Captain General held his Hold 
principally by his Intereſt in the 
Schoolmafter, but felt a ſenſible In- 
jury to his Cauſe in the want of his 
Health; and being not ſo well able to 
manage as before, he found the other 
Boy gat Ground of him in the School; 
for there were ſo many Boys who had 
their Dependance upon the Caſh-keep- 
er, or at leaſt, he had ſo many ways 
to oblige and ſerve his Friends, that 
great Numbers adher'd to him on 
that Account: and beſides that, the 
dextrous Management of that Youth, 
who was Head Clark of the School, 
got Ground for him; in ſhort, that 
dne Boy carried all before him, he 
diſpatch'd Buſineſs fo readily, with 
ſuch Exactneſs and Application, that 
none ever executed that Office fo 
much to the common Good ; and this 
gain'd him ſuch a Character, and he 
deſerv'd it ſo well, that it was thought 

| the 
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the Schoolmaſter could not but have 


an exteeding Value for him. 

It is eettain, that in moſt Governs. 
ments, it is ſometimes a Crime to 
excel; Moderate Merit gets many 
Friends, but uncommon Merit raiſes 
invincible Enemies, and Oppoſition; 
for all thoſe who cannot come 
to it, find they muſt ſink under it, 
and therefore vote it dangerous: The 
Captain General of the Boys being 
now recovered, and come * the 
School again, ſoon found that the 
Captain of the Caſhkeepers, ſupported 
by the extraordinary Affiſtance of his 
Brother in Law, began to be formida- 
ble, and therefore found, that if he ex- 
pected to carry his Point, this Sup « 
porter muſt be removed; not that he 
had either any Room to form an Ac- 
cuſation againſt him, or any malici- 
ous Defire to hurt or” defame him, 
but he found he ſtood in the Way 
of his Intereſt, and would, perhaps, 
in Time, be fatal to it : and therefore, 
as it is aid, he reſolv 0 he wwe be 
removed; 

Hiſtorians differ in the manner 50 
this Blow was given. Some relate that 


if 


| L (30 P ) | 
t was done purely by Defamation 
and Slander, repreſenting him to the 
Scboolmaſter as turbulent and quarręl- 
ſome in che Schon, haughty and fierce, 
affronting his Schbelfeloms, pre ſuming 
on the Merit ofchis Services, and his 
Intereſt with tlie Maſter, and ſuch like; 
Others relate, that they got a Propo- 
ſal craftily made to him, about bring- 
ing in ſome Foreign Boys into the 
School, which the Maſter had a Kind- 


nels ſorę andi thatꝭ op the other Hand, 


they as craftily brought him to oppole 
it and then aceuſed him of Diſrepect 
to the Maſter: Ochers relate it 
otherwiſe; ſoothe: Matter is left doubt- 
ful in Hiſtory : but this they all 
agree in, (vix.) that without the leaſt 
previous Notice, without any Reproof, 
or the leaſt Hint from: the Schoolma- 
ſter, that he was diſpleaſed with him, 
his Quietus was brought over; and 
preſented him, and he was immedi» 
ately removed from the Claſs. _ 

lt is impoſſible to deſcribe the 
Confuſion, this ſudden Blow put all 
the School in; The Boys were from 
that Time forward all in an Uproar, 
no body knew who would be in, or 
4 no 


( 34; ) 
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ſecure ce 950 run br's 50 


of it cally, bf ber in private, 
and fa Was fade WER 
that the. Head. Boys, of the Sch6 
Rene act th alter all. that 0 
ſeen and 4 did, at the Madne 


— folly. of rhoſe 13 25 went 5 


them, when. it Was, evident, that 
viding and Party- Mak Making a 
Captains of Forms, and the. 
om of the e Mu the, Ruin 100 
Deſtruction of the School; and that 
theſe very Boys had exclaim'd 2gaioſlt 
it ſo much, nay, when io the. 2 05 
Exerciſes of the School, they 
ten recommended theſe Things as the 
Subject of their Orations, . Rd 
tions, and Poetical Flights, (vis. 72 | 
i/dew 


(32) 
Wiſdom of Governments in eferving 
Peare among, the Senators: the Danger 
font in a State: the E ale. 
cy of Unity among the Citizens: the 
N of a Harmony among, Magj- 
Pirates, to $4 Safety of the C —＋ 
| wealth, and the like, They ſaid, it 
was 4 ſtrange Thing, to fee | ſuch 
Doings among Boys, who had made 
ſuch loud y od contrary. 
| ain, they ſaid, the Reputation 
of 4 Scheel 1 be entirely ru- 
ind, if not the very Conſtitution of 
It; For now it would be | ſaid, that 
theſe Boys were no' better than thoſe 
that went before them; that it 
would be evident now to all the 
World, that all the pretended Zeal 
they had ſhewn againſt the Rudeneſs 
| 20d, unlucky Tricks of the Boys that 
ere in before, was only hide they 
might pet them expelld, and © fo 
might flip into their Places; tha: any 
Schoolmaſter would have been alike 
to them, only that they found 
this Schoolmaſter Would ſtand by them, 
and therefore it was, that they were 
ſo eager to ſtand by him; That 


now they were e in to be * 
0 


(33 3 . 
of Claſſes, and Captains of the Forms, 
it was plain, they meant no other than 

heir own private Intereſt and Glory; 
Hor that now, to maintain themſelves, 
and ſupplant: one another, they made 
| o Scruple to run the Hazard of ru- 
Joiog the Maſter, and all the reſt of 
The Scholars, and in a Word, of break- 
g the whole School. 
Others exclaimd another Way, 
and faid, the Deſign was good, and 
J that all the Captain General had in 
4 iew was, to temper the Heat of the 
ſh-keepers Party in the School, who 
carry d Things too high, and was ſo 
uneaſy, that he would never leave, till, 
pn Pretence of Juſtice and Revenge, 
he had frighted all the Boys that were 
pot of his Party away from the 
1 hool ; they ſaid, moderate Meaſures 
as the only Way to preſerve the In- 
gereſt of the Schoolmaſter; that it 
as ſufficient that the Heads of former 
Diſorders had been ſeverely ſcourged, 
Ind expelPd the School; that to pur- 
4 = to  Extrveniey all the particular 
E who had the leaſt Concern in 
Former Things, but were now re- 
Plaid, was carrying things too We; 
that 
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that the Buſineſs was to govern them, 
not to deſtroy them; that the School | 
maſter's Power was ſuch, that he was 
out of Danger from their evil De- 
ſigns, if they had any; and that it 
was more. agreeable to the Clemency 
of his Diſpoſition, to forgive, than to 
puniſh them; that to run things on 
with Severity, and ſpare no Body, 
was to confeſs a Weakneſs of Power, | 
and a Fear that thoſe few Scholars 
yet culpable, might be dangerous, 
which it wasjbelow the Spirit of the 
Maſter. to apprehend ; that Exatmnples 
enough had been made; and that now) 
it was Time to think of gentler Me- 
thods, that the Schoolmaſter might 
gain the Affection, as well as ſecure 
the Submiſſion. of all bis Scholars. 
They added, that it was never known | 
before, but when any new . Schaok 
maſter came to the School, he would Fl 
forgive what was paſt, that he might 
encourage the Boys to merit well of 
him for. Time to come; but that to 
ravel into Trifles, was rather to {eek 7 
Qccaſions againſt the, Scholars, than 
to do Juſtice ; and that therefore they 

weile 


N (35) 

„ were for: bringing the Troubles of 
2 the Schoob to an Edt. 
To this it was return d: That this 
tended to make a divided School of it 
to the End of the World; that it 
would preſerve Faction; and cultivate 
Parties for ever; that now was the 


and which their new Maſter had pro- 
miſed, ſhould be the Effect of his 
coming to the School, vr. that the 
School ſhould be pu 
all wicked, debauch'd, refractory, and 
rebellious Boys, and that they 


they abhorted the Notion of a OT- 
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an Account of it was, from time to 
1 F 2 time, 


Time they had fo long ſtruggled for, 


rged eflectually of 


ſhould 
be expell'd, whoever they were; that 


LET School, to fet up ſome Friends 
to the Schoolmaſter, and ſome Ene- 
mies, ſo to have the Schoolmaſter be, 
never eaſy; never ' ſervd, and the 
School it ſelf never fafe : They ſaid, 
this was to loſe all the Fruit of their 
4 105. Struggle at once, and to pull 
a n with their own Hands the Bul-: 
= warks of the School which they had 


It cannot; be doubted, but as this 
put all the School into a Diſorder, ſo 
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" EE ene: over to the Schoolinaſter; 


and to deſire him to haſten over as 
faſt as his Buſineſs would permit him, 


that by his Preſence and Authority, 


and the Majeſty of his Office, he 
might quiet the School, and bring 
things into ſome better Order. 

The Schoolmaſter, ſenſible of the. 


Neceſlity there was of his Preſence, 
made all the Haſte he could to dis. 
patch his Affairs; but having things 


of great Conſequence on his Han 


they took him up more Time than he, | 


or the Scholars either, expected, be- 


fore he could comes 
In the mean Time, the School was 
a meer Bedlam, Books and Buſineſs. 


ſeem'd all laid afide, every mean Scho- 


lar, that had ſcarce entred into the 


Verges of Philoſophy, was over Head 3 5 


and Ears in Politicks, and attach d to 
his Party. The Forms were alt up in 


Arms againſt one another, as the Heads 
or Captains guided them, they fell into 


the warmeſt Diſputes imaginable ; 
nay, ſometimes they were ſo hot, that 


they were ready to throw their Books 
at one anothers Heads. 
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come to that «eight; that, had it not 
been that they hag/'a Maſtergfwhoſe: © - 
Authority and Perſon maintaiſed an 
Awe" their Minds, and who, they 
knew; when he did come, would be 
in a Condition to call them all an 
Account, and would not be afraid to 
do it; 1 fay, had it not been for * 
it was tlie Opinion of wiſe Men ad 
that Time, that they would haue org: 
one another to Pieces, and ſet the 
whole School on Fire. WS 
In the very Criſis of this Fewd, 
and juſt as they were all going mad, 
being, as it may be ſaid, juſt got out 
of the Government of themſelves 
comes the Schoolmaſter on Shore, and 
making no Stay, he went directly to 
the School: He found by the Noiſe, 
there was no Room for Words, Per- 
ſwaſions, Expoſtulations, .& A where- 
fore with an awful Frowu upon © his 
| Brow, and holding up his Rod in his 


Hand, he enters the School, and being 
juſt within the Door, look'd fterniy 
round him, not ſpeaking a Word. 
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